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Rarotonga, from where, according to Maori belief New Zealand
got its first Polynesian settlers. The Cook Islands arc of volcanic
origin, but thereupon we leave the volcanic belt and get into the
midst of the coral islands.

These arc formed by little marine organisms, the Anthozoa^ or
* flower-animals/ whose assembled skeletons are responsible for

ZEALAND LOOKS VERY MUCH LIKE NORWAY
the thousands of reefs and islets which dot this part of the Pacific
Ocean. These polyps arc fussy creatures. They can only live in
fresh salt water of a certain temperature. A single frost will kill
them.  Thcv cannot descend lower than about 600 feet.   When-
*
ever we find coral deposits lower than that we know that the
bottom of the ocean must have sunk from its original level. But
they have been building their little islands for millions of years,
and their work is more enduring than that of the best masons.
As they depend upon a constant supply of water-in-motion, the
polyps who live in the centre of the edifice are apt to die off first